[Larger sclerotomies for use of the multiport illumination system do not increase the complication risk of vitrectomy].
To free both of the surgeon's hands for bimanual work in the vitreous cavity, Koch and coworkers developed the multiport illumination system, which, however, requires enlarged sclerotomies. To evaluate the safety of the multiport illumination system we analyzed the first postoperative year of those 104 vitrectomies, that were performed using this system between January and December 1991. It was used only for patients suffering from advanced vitreoretinal changes that most likely require bimanual surgery. No specific intraoperative or postoperative complications were encountered that might possibly have been caused by the multiport illumination system. Postoperative fibrinous reactions were noted in the vitreous cavity of 7 patients, and in the anterior chamber of 15 patients. Rebleeding was observed in a total of 17 patients. When these complications were compared to data from other retrospective studies of vitrectomy and its complications, the multiport illumination, system was found to be as safe as conventional devices.